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Gino was totally original throughout his short life. His methods in
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exploration were entirely unconventional and he insisted on no visible ‘ : ' I )v St W Yoy YRR

forms of discipline, He believed that 'people work best when they are happy'
and took great pains to ensure that they were.
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Gino's next expedition, again to Greenland to gather more weather :ln:l.’orma.t:lon

and to map more of the mountains and coast, wals his last. He t?:led whilst
hunting seals after having been in Greenland,fa few weeks, The closing
chapter of the Watkin's story stands mutely in a corridor of the R.G.S.

beside Gino's ageing kayak, recovered from Lake Fjord, East Greenland:

"In Greenland on H.G. Watkin's last expedition we had a small
supply of provisions, but we relied on the country to furnish
us with the greater part of our food. We had no difficulty in

providing for ourselves but it occupied about half our time.

There is a certaln amount of risk attached to kayak hunting which
was made very apparent by the tragic death of Watkins when his

expedition had only been in Greenland for a few weeks. Adcording

to evidence which we found I do not think there is very much
doubt concerning the cause of his death. I will not give a

detailled account of the evidence here as it could only be
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A seal, food for his family, is
appreciated by an experienced kayaker:; it is sufficient to frought to the floe edge by a kayak '
. witer in northwest Greeniand and

say that we found his trousers and kayak apron on a very Yled to ﬁ'rmer ice by his son.

small ice floe close to an active glacier, His trousers were
wet and must have been in the sea, We also found his kayak o . VICTORIAN SEA KAYAK CLUB

v r and with the huntin ar not sericusly out . .
floating full of water and wit g ge y Membership Application

of place,

If while out hunting the kayak screen is knocked by a piece of ice NAME: . . . . o - -« o o o o s s o - A
it is likely to get disarranged. If this happens it is necessary | ADDRESS:

to get out of the kayak for a few minutes to right the screen, | f .POSTCODE:

as it cannot be reached from the cockpit. We think this happened
to Watkin's screen and he, thinking he would only be a minute, | TELEPHONE: . . & « &« v = « « (W) . o o o 4 o o o« v o (H)
landed on a small floe in a dangerous locality., While on the '
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floe a large piece of ice broke cff the glacier, stariing a wave NOEING QU - {

big enough to upset the floe on which he had landed. There was { YEARS EXPERIENCE:. . . . . . . . . MAIN AREAS . . . . . . « .+ & -

a strong wind blowing off the glacier at the time, which would
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carry his kayak away while he was climbing back onto the fioe.

He then took off ‘his trousers and kayak apron and tried to swim MAJOR EXPEDITIONS:. et nn s e n e
after his kayak. It would be impossible for him to get into his Complete & return with Annual Subscription to:

kayak in the water and he must have been overcome by the cold ! Vlctorlan Sea Kayak Club, 410 Statlon St. ' Carlt;c_u?., _Vlc. 3053 o
before he could get it to an ice floe. This, of course, is only Enquiries: (03) 348.1059 ; OR c/o P. O Mallacoota, 3889,or

a2 theory but from the evidence we found and from personal experience i Acting Secretary, 4. Oakwood. Lane Tecoma, 3160

Members I0, Family I\’Iembershlp $30-$20 renewed.
it seems the only possible solution to a great polar tragedy." New Members 315, Old $
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v Letter from Cath Hannon... .
Report on the "Bayside Meet" held May 28th/29th I988

I wagpleased to have the opportunity to participate in the
"Bayside Meet" recently. Members of the VSKC met bright and
early Séiurday morning- at the Frankston 8Surf Lifesaving Clubj;.,
the day was overcast & the oclouds threatening; nonejheless .
we took to thewater. Since levels of skill varied through
the group - there were eight of us- we agreed we'd begin
gently to allow ourselves to get the feel of aur craft.

We gently paddled a few kilometers up Kananook Creek to
obtain a view of the secluded aspects of Frankston life.

The creek itself was an interesting one, refuse of our throw-
away society contrasted with bird life. '

Following a brief sojourn, enthusiasm and courage were
generated & so we tackded the Bay. Conditions for this novice
were challenging. The object of the exercise for'Kayakers was
to hone their individual skills in variable sea conditions,

It enabled the more experienced to attempt basic manoeuvres
under the guidance of the more experienced members of ." the
group. '

A short break was taken for lunch. During lunchtime, the
clouds broke, which drove us under shelter provided by sheds
in the carpark. It gave us the opportunity to discuss and
plan the afternoon's activities and destination. We consulted
the map and were given preliminary pointers on map reading
by Malcolm and Frank. Following lunch, we paddled a short
distance to Wooleys Buoy, off Mount Eliza. Short shower bursits
alternated with brilliant rays of sunshine - a spectacular
sight at sea level. On reaching the Buoy, the eight Kayakers
"hitched a life" élongside one another & discussed the ways
of the world!

The following day it was one again- this time we gathered
at Portsea front beach. We mingled around the water's edge
for a time, observing the multitudes of scuba divers under
instruction. Our paddle took us in the direction of the Heads,
along the way catching close up views of Portsea. Army Base.
Unfortunately, existing restrictions did not allow us %o beach-
perhaps another time, as the area is to be opened up to the
public as a National Park.
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Letter from Cath Hannon (continued)

After a round trip of approximately IS5 km the sight of
the home beach was awelcome sight. Recuperation wasn't far
away in the form of stable ground and nourishment. We
"rounded up the weekend with refreshments at the local cafe.

The weekend was an extremely pleasant learning experience
for me. I was pleased to share with other VSKC members
various individual experiences and -skills. Hopefully, this
type of event will be a more frequent: occurrance. Special
‘thanks also to Malcolm Cowell for his support, instruction

and his fleet of Spindrift kayaks. TFlaika WL{
( -
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Letter from David Huxtable o

Dear Sally, ,
Well, here I am back in Blighty!

Hope this material will prove of use tio yow and the VSKC.

The weather in England has been superb of lateﬂ I don't
know what's wrong! Recently wished all: the Transatlantic
singlehanders bon voyage an their epic crossings of the
Atlantic. So far, cene man has fallen overboard whilst
attempting repairsto a hull. Another inadvertantly flicked
his emergency MAYDAY!. signal and didn't knew a thing  about
it until an RAF maritime surveillance aircraft, a fishing
poat and an eastbound Boeing: 747, from the USA had all
picked him up. Needless to say, he was severely reprimanded.
Another Canadian yachtsman, in an 80ft trimaran actually
received severe hull damage after he hit a. whale at speed
and is currently limping to the Azones after refusing

b

rescue attempts.
The most incredible story was of one of the contestants,

who was attacked by killer whales. He had been
picking up their squeaking; getting louder and 1o?der, then
guddenly He was hit, the boat was lifted momentarily and
turned, his gteering and navigation systems were destnoye?.
He quickly gave a. MAYDAY ¢all on the radio, when he was hlf
again, this time more geriously. The hull was brea?hed and
he had just enough time to get into a lifevoat, whilst his
Yoat sank inside 60 seconds! Sounds like fun to me! -
One of the most enjoyable trips to participate in whilst

in the USA:is “Seawonrld" in San Diego. Here you can really
encounter.

a Frenchman,.

appreciate these magnificent creatures at close

Amazingly intelligent. Beautiful to the eyeé....
left the USA a friend had wished me to come on

coast of Alaska. He is now

from Junean to Pont Campbell, including: the
home of thelndians who puild those
untry. Ever thought of

...Before 1

doing- this,
Queen Charlotte Islands,
large totem poles. Superb paddling co

an alternative venue for the AGM??7 1 e
..Well, again, best wishes and keep in touchj wi

looking foreward 1o geeingyou all in the near future.
' Good paddling?
Dave.

1L

3

ALTERNATIVES

STOPPRESS ! 1!

BORN to Shelley & Graeme A.4lbrey, on Jul . |
DARCY MAYNE a bouncing boy, weighing in at 6lbs I3o0zs. |
Heartiest CONGRATULATIONS from all:

uly the 24th '88

"Are we there yet?”"

KAYAKING
WITH KIDS

Some grown-ups will even say it's fun.

1 IVE YEARS AGO, a certain father ana
I his three-year-old son paddled in

] Desolation Sound, Canada, with a
group of friends. In the evenings, while
‘veryone else put up their tents, the father
‘vas still unpacking supplies and equip-
ment; while everyone else explored the
Inea‘ch or relaxed with a good book, the father
‘'¥as still cooking freeze-dried mush for two,
Jving to convinee his son that “all kayakers
Tat this stuff". By the time they finished
ating and had time to relax, everyone else
as asleep. The mornings went the same
ay. the dad and son always last off the

ach, a half step behind the group. The
ighlight of this calamitous trip occurred
n the return trip, miles from camp, where
$e only solid ground was a few sharp
Ocks battered by waves: The son leaned
pand tapped his dad's shoulder. "Dad. ..
ad? . .. fgotta go...”

; <

Can kayaking with children possibly be
laxing, even fun? Is it worth the extra
Quipment, food, toys, worry and trouble?
cs: family kayaking satisfies a desire for
mily togetherness. enhances a child's

natural curiosity about the world around
him, and puts to use all the kayaking gear
stashed in the garage collecting dust be-
cause babysitters are so hard to find on
those perfect kayaking weekends.
Kayaking can be a family adventure, but
with children along, judgment must be
tempered and special provisions made.

GETTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Preparing for an expedition must.be a
breeze compared to preparing for a kayak
trip with children. The type of equipment
taken is roughly the same; you simply take
much more of it,

The first purchase for a child is usually a
life vest, to be worn for hypothermia
protection as well as flotation. Unfortunate-
ly for those with very new babies, the
smallest personal flotation devices on the
market fit children 16-20 pounds and
above. One of the most common com-
plaints among kayaking families is lack of a
well-fitting, comfortable life vest for young-
sters. itis important that younger children's
PFDs have a collar with a grab loop, as this

BY KAREN KERWIN

enables the child to be pulled back into
the boat, and a crotch strap to ensure that
the life jacket will not slip off. The PFD

_should fit as snugly but comfortably as

possible, especially when the child is
sitting down: an ill-fitting PFD is almost
guaranteed to spoil an otherwise pleasant
paddle. Older children's PFDs generally
offer more choice in colors and styles, and
usually a better fit.

Most parents have surprisingly little
trouble getting their children to wear a
PFD, especially if they wear one themselves.
"It was an automatic thing with us,” said
Belinda Lafferty, mother of two boys. “The
boys -got used to putting on their life
jackets whenever they went close to the
water.” john Dowd, father of a 6-year-old
boy and a 3-year-old girl, agreed. "The kids
are so used to wearing their PFDs that it
would feel wrong to not wear one when aut
in the boat—kind of like going in a car
without wearing a seat belt.”

Some parents consider a whistle at-
tached to the PFD essential. Even young
children can learn to blow a whistle for an
emergency.
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ERIN ROBINSON AND HER DAD
CEC MAKE A PIT STOP IN
DESOLATION SCUND, B.C.

Of al! the equipment you would normally
take kayaking, particular emphasis should
be placed on packing extra bandages, extra
clothing Lkids get wet just looking at water),
toilet paper and snacking foods for recrea-
tional éating during "boring” trips. When
asked what he thought was essential equip-
ment to brirg along for kids, Jason Lafferty,
10, replied. "Good gorp and your own
water bottle.” Toys may be as important as
any other piece of equipment you pack.
Anything from a small plastic boat on 2
" Ltiing to Hashiliphts, fake paddles, or held
guideboaks will occupy your child during
tong paddles. -
Although rescue and safety equipment
should always be included on trips. it is
especially impuortant on trips with children.
It is not fair to the child to omit it Children
cannot rescue themselves, nor can they
force you to luke the salely equipment
their lives may depend on.

GETTING STARTED

Plan your childeen’s introduction to the
sport of sea kayaking with care. If your
children have o tun experience their first
few times. they 11 look forward to it again
and again Avariety of methods have been
uscd to initate fledgling paddiers. To
some iv's simple "Put their lile jackets on,
hand 'em some gorp, stick 'em in the boat,
and move away fast!” Others have more
sophisticated ways of introducing their
children to kayaking. Gavriil lvanovich Dav-
ydov observed in the early 1800s how the
Kodiak 1sland natives started their children
in kayaking {Sea Kayaker, Spring 1986, p. 17):

From their very early years the
children begin building baidarkas
and launching them . . . A father
places his son when he is six or
seven in & baidarka with him and

teaches him how to paddle it. Shortly
afterwards he makes him a small
paddle and places the baidarka in
the sea where large waves are break-
ing on the shore with noise and
spray. To start with the father ties a
rope to the baidarka so as to draw
his son into the shore if it overturns,
but later he does not even do that.

In modern times, the method remains
viable. Werner Furrer, Sr, veteran kayaker

—and " FEHRGE ol Gur, Siys e Simply plated ™

his children, minus paddies, in kayaks he
ted by string. When the youngsters seemed
at ease, he introduced them to exercises in
falling out—"all together. just having fun.
it always has to be with a smile.” Later,
when they asked to kayak on their cwn at
the ape of five or six. he required them to
swimn 50 yards and demonstrate an ability
to fit their hand around a paddle, first,
Children should fecl at ease in the
kayak, as well as in the water. Basic
swimming ability not only makes children
more comfortable in the water, but may
save their Tives. Unless it's sunny and hot,
the best place to get the kids used to the
boats is a pool. Pocl sessions are available
through many clubs and kayaking shops.
For children, it can be fun to tip the boat
over in nice warm waters and bounce upto

the surface, knowing a parent’s steady .

hand is there. Practice may prevent life-
threatening panic if emergency situations
arise in the “real world.” Pool sessions are
also excellent opportunities for practicing
rescues and testing equipment. PFDs
should be tested for adequate flotation;
the exercise will also get your child used to
floating with one on.

Exposure to sea kayaking should begin
in small doses. 1t doesn't have to be exotic:
evening trips around a local lake, Saturday

morning trips to a sandy beach, short

paddles to a nearby camping area Or

fishing spot. The objective should always

be fun.-Although children will gradually

adjust to longer trips, two hours seem to

be the longest most children will sit ftill in
‘a kayak.

TANYA EFTING AT 10: HER OWN
KAYAK AND HER OWN WETSUIT.

ISPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

pitfalls are associated with involving
children iti any sport, but sea kayaking.
being on or near the water, carries addition-
al risk. Werner Furrer Sr. and. his wife
Martha believe that discipline is para-
mount, and children too young to under-
stand discipline are too young to join the
family in a boat. Most problems can be
minimized by being prepared. Every time
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