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WILSONS PROM - WALKERVILLE

Anzac long weekend - meet at tidal river
Sat 7-00am for day trip ke Skull rock &3
seal colonies. Camp at  Tidal River
overnight.-. Sun paddle local’ bavs &

islands. Sun Night camp at Walkerville.
Mon paddle to Cape Liptrap & return. Skull
rock reguires an extended open water
crossing & is  therefore restricted to
advanced paddlers, the following trips
being open from intermediate to advanced.

Conltact John Stomps PH: {(03) 580-8226 (H)

PORTSEA - DOLPHIN PADDLE

Meet Porltsea Pier 9-00am paddle towards
Point Nepean fort & hopefully meet a group
of the resident bay dolphins. Afterwards
adjourn to Portsea pub for refreshments .
Contact John Basemore PH: (03) 5B0-5718
Suitable for beginners upwards.

ESKIMO ROLLING NIGHTS

Weekly sessions at Ivanhoe Pool arranged
according to demand. BYQ boat (if you have
one} & determination. Other members will
be on hand Lo offer advice and
instruction. Those interested mayv ring
John Hyndman PH: (03) 499~-1084,.

LAKE EILDON Queens Birthday long weekend.
A good opportunity to escape lumpy winter
seas and take in some picturesque inland
raddling. The intended route is to tlake
off from Jeruselum Creek and explore tihe
Big and Jamieson River Arms Goughs Bay and
Lhe DPines, however, this 18 open Lo
further disscussion with those tak g
part. For furlher delbails conlact John
Basemore. PH: (03) 5HU-5718 (H)

SAILS FOR SEA KAYAKS.

No doubt there are 'purist' paddlers who would disagree,
but I like to think that sailing sea kayaks adds another
dimension to an already multi facetted past-time. Much of
the already published literature that covers sailing , seems
to do so with added cautions, due to the increased Tisk of
capsize, but I view the the inclusion of sails as an added
safety feature ... one that out-weighs the minimal risk of
capsize by a good margin! .

Imagine being away in the 'boon-docks' and being
incapacitated in some way that would make paddling
difficult. With a favourable breeze you may still be able to
continue and get yourself out of trouble, or at least
minimize the burden you place upon your companions. On one
occasion myself and Therese Pollard were able to raft-up
with an exhausted paddler, and by putting both our sails up,
managed te make our land~fall in good shape and right omn the
heels of the fest of the group who were paddling strongly.

Sure, in certain conditions, or im inherently unstable
kayaks there is some added risk of capsize but this is a
risk we live with all the time, regardless of whether we
sail or not. We learn te cope with this eventuallity by
developing strong,reflexive support strokes, and for the
times when these fall, we practice Eskimo rolling and other
group and self rescues.

Things to be considered when selecting a design and
setting a kayak up for sailing are:-

1/ Conventional sail or parafoil?

2/ Which design and surface area will suit your boat?

3/ Criteria for positioning mast socket?

4/ Steerage considerations?

5/ Stowage and.deployment technique?

Firstly, I should point out that I haven't used a
parafoil myself, but from observing them in use and with
advice from those who do use them, can offer this unbiased
critique. They work best with following, or quartering winds
from astern. The more quartering the wind is, then the _
nearer the cockpit the anchor-point should be in order to
maintain direction,( see illustrationl). They work best in
winds of 20 plus knots. On the negative side, some designs
are prone to tangles and are difficult to get aloft, and 1if
you .capsize and bail-out you'd best hang on te your kayak or
it will take-~off without you! COther than that, they are
compact, light, and don't get in the way when paddling as
well. The going price for a parafoil of about 7.5 sq.feet is
around $120 to $180.

As well as saving lots of money, a considerable amount of
pleasure can be derived from assembling the materials and
'knocking-up' your own sail. An old tent fly and about $15
worth of aluminium tubing is all it takes. If you don't have
the exXpertise on the sewing machine yourself, you may need
to marry some-one who does. Only joking of course! I only
created a couple of 'birds nests' when learning to master
the machine and now I'm an 'expert'! (Another joke.)
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The following are some designs I have used and found to
be effective, as well as some that featured in The Sea
Canoceist, Dec.1982, and again in our SeaTrek in about 1990. = . -

I have included them again for the benefit of OuUT many new SAIL DESIGNS FOR SEA KAYAKS .
members who may not have seenm them before. _ | ‘ N - from: The Sea Canoeist

I stow my sail in a length of reject canvas-fire hose Maatsuyker Canoe Club. .
tied to the deck-line in front of me, and while this works i
pretty well, it does tend to be a bit abrasive and will |
cause wear to the sail from sliding it in and out. It also !
shrinks when wet. Vinyl coated cloth hose would be ideal, -
( as used for irrigation pumps.) ‘ i M bmiais oz T Anle_Sia s rataey

The mast socket should be positioned so that the 'user can 2 LaveE Edey
insert and remove the mast and sail from the paddling 2 eals _ (G T 2 SR - GATTEN Avracs memr
position ... or upside down if necessary, with an \° o
out-stretched arm. If this position happens to coincide with
the front bulkhead, so much the better. If not, some other
form of bracing will be required (see diagrams)2, I have
simply used PVC electrical conduit glassed in with plenty of
polyester putty round the underside of the deck for support,
and it works fine. Adrian Mann came up. with a sliding sleeve
idea which, although attatched to the hull, allows any shock
from beneath to be absorbed, thus reducing the tisk of
damage to the hull. Wish 1'd thought of that! (see diagram).

A good rudder is an obvious advantage for sailing, as it
allows hands-free steerage ... this makes pouring the wine
much easier! If your boat is not equipped with a rudder you , T i s
will need to rudder with your paddle, and some steerage j i Lreps)
corrections can be made by altering the 'set' of the sail.

Setting the sail while at sea should be as simple as
possible; avoid having to fit battens and tie things n
together. I run the mainsheet through a little nylon pulley | :;":;(:“a:ﬁ
block which is attatched to a short length of cord, which in B (i) :
turn is tied onto the decklines on either side of the map -
bungies in front of :he cockpit. I tie a knot in the end of
the mainsheet so tha: it cannot pull out. In this way the
sail can't be lost orerboard, and when erecting the sail, I pLASTIC
just have to grab the¢ knot and pull on the rope ... mo ; PIPE —>
threading and £iddlirg with cold fingers. I use one HELP DowiN BY COATHANGE
open-sided jam-cleat om the right side of the cockpit to wWite BENT uNDER THE JECK.
secure the mainsheet If I need to let go the sail in a AND CLASIER pver
hurry, there is no confusion about where to reach, and the
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cord comes away easi.y no matter how I grab it. This may be 2 ﬂ? deck. .
important in avoidin; a capsize in gusty conditions. -7 T‘\ z ' -
Oh! One other thing. Be sure to attatch your paddle to the
kayak in some way when you're sailing, or you may partt ' ptrcox B q &kaym»ﬂd
company, and with only your hands as paddles you may find ' l AN UG
difficulty retrieving it! e ) 'WNNT!‘
™ John Hyndman 2/93. ;?ﬁr 2$¥ éiﬁsz)
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T he literature on canoeing gener-
ally pays adequate attention to
e description of individual strokes,
ut rarely describes practice routines
hich can be used to perfect the
pplication of the swokes. Such
routines seem to have remained in
canoeing folklore. However, practice
H{routines have found their way into the

&~ dyjrure of white water touring canoe-

1sts, but to date there does not appear
0 be comparable practice routines in
he sea canoeing discipline.

[There are probably a number of
Feasons why this should be so and I
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THESE Are THE DS
THAT T Kave FounD |WJoryparble techniques simply do not
BEST 1IN A VARIETY OF
CoNITIONS From ViGio
TO THE WHITSURNDAYS.

shall suggesta few! One reason might
‘be that usefuiness and transferability
0f slalom technique to white water
ouring is much higher than the adapt-
ation of such technique to sea canoe-
ing. Another reason could be that the
ater dynamics of the sea are so
ifferent to white - water that the com-

work. Perhaps sea canoeists have
gen isolated from the mainstream

as not been an opportunity to trans-
er such knowledge. And, leaving a

_discipline,. with-, to- date, the totally

- on-competitive nature of sea canoe-

g. Never-the-less, the development
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f appropriate practice routines can
lead to high boat skills and this must
resuit in potentially higher levels of
performance and better coping skills
n difficult touring conditions,

A characteristic of a practice routine
s its skill component and the repe-
itive and cyclic nature of the exercise.
There are a nufiber of typical tech-
hiques practiced in whitewater includ-

.gl

break-in and break-out on opposite
sides of the stream in an "S" pat-
| term, ! )

working up the eddy and breaking
in at the top and out at the bottom,

land ‘canoeist for so long that there -

Jive activity has resulied in a low skills

- ferry glides and high crosses,

- surfing stationary waves,

Many of the manoeuvres are practiced
in reverse and on both hands so that
comprehensive boat skills are devel-
oped. The object of the practice
routines is to develop high boat and
water reading skills which enables the
paddler to confidently and safely ne-
gotiate difficult water.

In sea canoeing, the need for high
boat skills is not required at all times.
For example, ocean paddling under
normal conditions can be of an easy
standard, comparable to Grade 1 or 2
inland water. However, higher boat

_ skills are worth having when a paddler

has to negotiate a well defined current
or overfall, the wash zone on a rocky
shore or a surf zone. The most fre-
quently encountered situation is prob-
ably crossing a surf zone from or to a
beach.

The following practice routines help
10 develop good boat and water read-
ing skills for surf zones." ;

Hold Your Position

When leaving the beach and the surf
is large enough to require a timed run
out beiween sets, maintaining a posi-
tion just inside the break shortens the
distance which needs to be crossed to
move beyond the breakers. The skills
are applicable to surf rescues as well.

Basic Routine - Move o just inside
the breakers and hold the position
through several waves of the set,
When there is a lull in the sets, paddle
beyond the break, turn around and
maintain a position facing shoreward
just outside the break. When a lull in
the set occurs, paddle to shore, turn
around repeat the rourine.

Imtermediate Routine - Same as above
but, as each broken wave approaches,
paddle strongly through the white
water toward the breaking zone, judge
your forward progress allowing time to

stop and paddle backwards, retreating
1o the safety of the broken wave zone.

Advanced Routine - Same as the basic
routine, but maintain your position at
the point where the waves are break-
ing.

Angled Crossings of Waves

This technique enables the paddler to
pick a route through the surf which is

not simply a siraight line from where . |

they put in on the beach to the green
water. . The skills developed in this
routine allow opportunities 10 move
up and down a beach inside the
breaking zone, to take advantage of
the best piaces to cross the breaking
zone, to counteract a current or
simply to take the chicken chute in-
shore rather than having to go beyond
the waves,

Basic Routine - maintain a position
inside the breaking zone. Point the
kayak a small amount at first, say 30
degrees to the wave. After one set
has passed, turn the boat to the same
angle on the other hand and repear.

Intermediate Routine - take up a
position within the broken zone and
point the boat to around 45 degrees
to the wave, After each wave passes,
turn the boat to the same angle on
the other hand.

Achieve greater stability and support
by reaching into the green water of
the wave with the paddle at the point
of contact.

Advanced Routine 1 - Set up using
the intermediate routine, but then
orientate the boat so that it is parallel
to the waves, Allow waves to hit the
boat evenly. Lean into the wave,
stand the boat on its edge and brace
deeply into the green water behind
the wave. Try not to let the bodt be
picked up and carried to shore by the
wave.

continued on page 36
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. . Advanced Routine 2 - As a second
technique, when the wave hits, lessen
the lean of the boat, do a forward
sweep at the time of impact and try to
get the wave (0 pick the boat up and
carry it to shore.

Advanced Routine 3 - From the shore
paddle a large arc out through the

broken waves to near the breaking .

zone, and then into shore. Turn the
boat around and paddle the arc to
return to the same position.

Rolling Under Waves

. - This technique is used for getting
through large waves or dumping
. waves where the intentional capsize is
** done either in the fat water in front
of the wave, or if the wave is large
and lipping over, on the face of the
wave. [tis also used to avoid person-
al injury in the case of getting run

down by another paddler on a wave.
However, a word of caution; don’t
capsize completely until you're sure
the approaching boat will ride over
the top of your own boat.

Rolling is not a basic technique. The
routines assume the paddler has a
high success rate with rolling. |

Intermediate Routine 1 - Take up a
position well inside the breaking zone,
while there are né ‘waves nearby,
practice rolling continuously several
times. Repeat on the other hand.
The aim is to spend as little time
under the water as possible.

Intermediate Routine 2 - As for the
above routine but move closer to the
breaking zone and time your roll from
thé approach of a wave. When the
wave IS alinost to the nose of your
boat, capsize. Grip the boat with your

HOR SALE

knees and hold your paddle against
the deck tightly as the wave passes,

sitting upright in the seat but, of :

course, upside down. Roll up as soon
as possible, don’t wait for the turbu-
lence to stop completely.

Advanced Routine 1 - Time your run

through the surf so that you reach the |
breaking point at the same time as a |

wave is breaking. Just as the wave
curls over the bow of your kayak,

capsize, stay upside down momentarily ]
and then roll up, resuming paddling .

out to sea in a smooth motion.

The above techniques may never

become classics in the inland sense, |
the practice of these routines result in

higher surf reading and boat skiils and
this in turn less anxious and safer
beach landings and departures.

Minolta Weathermat ¢ Camera

35 DL auto focus,
proof to 5 metres

{only
$250-00 O.N.O.

congdition
Sundays)

Dual 35-50 mm lens with macro setiing.
Fuilt
little old

{floats!), Has
used by a
{bargaint)

Water
Excellent
Kayaker on

in flash,
lady Sea

Ewa Marine Maste - Series M Water proof .

lTlexible P,V,C Camera Housing

Water proof to 30 feet,
{floats .
motor
Contact John Hyndman PH

proof
Accommodates

Alir tieht,
also) c\w all
drives also. Fits

03). 499-1034,

water proof,
fittings as

dust and sand
new/unused.
$150-00.

most SLRs,

Olymp 73’ white w.ter tourer

Has. had extensive use.
gquite serviceable,
and*calm sea trips.
580-8226,

on Ph: (03)

Sutiable for

Needs rerairs and
¢11l types of
Well priced at $75-00.

some T.L.C, Still
river paddling
Contact John Stomps

2 VCP hatches and henderson pump,

Ash frame

also some

Conltact Mal

canvas and
includes spravdeck and cail,

Greenlander 2.

Folding Double

neoprene deck
$31800-00

and hull,

very good condition $850-00

used once

Cowell

$100~ $150 each.

(05Y9) 665110 or

iz

Sevylor K69 inflatable canoes

UGl8-106-5347
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SEA' KAYAES IN AUSTRALTA"

' Why:survey:sea.kayaks in Australia? .
There . .has 'been- .an increase of
throughout : Australia 'of late.Readers
been'  treated to isome . of . the. stories .. of sea kayak
have . been . many - other stories as yet ‘not
published;Sélo paddles "along the. NSW coast,six months "in the
Solomons,commercial trips in Chilean Patagonia. to name but a
few.Most sea kayakers -have eventually come to .the conclusion
that.a spcialised craft is required.The following survey gi\(es

a guide to sea kayaks available in Australia. '

sea iﬁéyaﬂihé ' actiw‘?ity
of'Wild’ bhave recently

What makes a gea Kéy"ak? R SRS : -
If you'’ve 'ever tried praddling a “"general purpose" or white
water kayak (or canoe) on open water with some wind and waves

. you’ll know it’s damned hard work.Going upwind is slow and wet

while trying to head downwind results in lots of sideways or
even backwards motion.It’s times like these that a different
craft is better suited.. .

Speed.

In order to provide effortless travel over long distances you
will need a longer boat.For a displacement hull,which . most
kayaks and canoes are,the hull speed ‘is intimately linked to
water line length.So the longer your boat,the faster you will
gOo. ,

The other main factor affecting speed is the beam or water
line width of the craft.Thus a narrower craft will be faster
than a wide one.

"of course when you have only a finite amount of power to push
your way along, reduced w ight also contributes to a faster
kayak. &4wff;‘£ . :

Racing kayaks and "#axi-{¥aebis" alike demonstrate all these
features. .

Stability.

If speed is important why not use racing kayaks on the
oceans? Well some people do,but they are expert at staying
upright in an extremely tippy craft and even then they only go
out in calm conditions,For extended touring on open water you
need to be able to relax,especially when the conditions get a
bit rough.A wider,more stable. boat is the go.

A wider beam also assists in making a kayak more manouverable
which cfn be critical when you are near s rocky shore and/or
in surf.

The eventual beam that you choose to paddle with should be
wide enough for You to remain upright in for at least the
conditions you intend to be in. Most of the kayaks here are

in the U.K. are often narrowver. :
The shape of the mid section of the hull also influences
stability.A flat bottom craft will be stable on calm water but

7
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:ﬁ:nlsﬁ;&c?k:f 1t out in choppy conditions it will tilt
ce . € waves ‘giving an nt- Po
be more.difficult to léan‘gvéi to;{ unplgasan#_feel,xt
mﬁielea?lng?the kayak is useful way of making the kayak turn
defingg;gzéyishihmoie fg;§9nsive kayaks available have a well
. € keel.This means their initial < .
less but secondary (ultimate) ili i 1o grability is
. stability is good 1ti i
a kayak that can be leaned with : od ,resulting in
length is . us = x confldgnce.Reduced water line
kayak.ZE--fﬁgigally 1ncorp9?§ted. to give azkgliggply.‘faster

with
will

Due to their small size ka L of
t yaks spend a greater desl of ti i
ﬁ:zﬁ:rt;onally rougher seas than other ses going goat:?;h;:
above waterline design influences handling as well.Large

sbulky kayaks tend t ;
when lightly laden, © get pushed around by wind, especially

zsizzéfli?£§f ﬁfu d9nt have a rudder(more about these later).
et i the widest part forward of centre should track
ut may be slower and more affected by headwinds.

zggdigigns such as surf while light enocugh for you to paddle
oLttt 02?0 the car comfortably.The deck must also cope with
ashing on it and people climbing over to re-enter.In

order +to optimise stren s
. gth weigh .
techniques and materials must be used. ght good  construction

Safety Features.
The introduction of the Pod or In

te minimise cockpit wvoluy; i
: . vYoiume in the event of i
fg:ggfhﬁ.lt i}sii eliminates the tendency of acaiz;:ﬁ 22
€ or stand on its end if the hull i H
d;spa;ately difficult situation to rescue fmifrlngs o teski e
ayaks with and without Pods sho .
Wi uld i
some positive bouyancy in both ends siways be paddled with
?u%kheads should be fitted to
minimum. :
fg;lgzyiﬁgpzefzéssig ba%égﬂf are considered standafduequipment
en offshore e i
Proper end romes aey specially fully laden.
325i;:3210355£ slippery upropeﬁ kayak is almost impossible to
ceparerey o : . n windy conditions if you become
rom it.Decklines should be secure and not too thin

and end attachments should b
finger or hand when twisted. ¢ toggles that cannot trap a

tegral Cockpit is an attempt

reduce cockpit volume to a

1%

Equipment. K

Rudders are often fitted as standard equipment epecially to
the longer kayaks.For most kayaks they are not eritical but
are a useful aid when .travelling across or downwind and if you
want to hold your direction when not paddling {for taking
photos etc.).
Another way of adjusting your trim for different
directions is having a moving seat.This requires a longer
(larger volume) cockpit which could make bracing and optimum
comfort hard to achieve.
A lift up skeg (fin) is used to attain good directional
stability with less complexity and is less vulnerable than a
rudder.When not required there is also less drag from a skeg.
Hatches come in various shapes and forms.Large rectagular
hatches require a larger hole which weakens the deck a bit so
some more reinforcing is desirable.The most waterproof are tbe
VCP type of rubber hatch.Generally ease of stowing gear 1is
compromised to waterproofness and deck strength.

Conclusion. o )
Choosing the best boat for you comes down to firstly deciding
what you will be doing with it.Then find one that fits you
comfortably (not too big and bulky) and has the features that

can allow you to enjoy using it.

wind

select the most

. » . .
I hope this information will help you
appropriate sea kayak for wyou,
Approx
Hull Deck Heighl al Length b, Weight, Lo : slandard
Inténced yse prolin prolity bomstaca miimgires ilsgrams  Matedal Slardard equipmani Dptions prce. §
Geoll Barker NSW
Estuary Medwm volume. Flat Lurved Lowiow 4650 E0Q 1] Fibreglass 15 centimatie hatches Butkheads, dedk-knes, rudder, larger 1000-1450
shettered watery hatches
Esltuary Pus Large-volume, Flat Curved Lowlow 5100 620 2 Foregass Bylkheas. large eeas haich, Deck-ngs, rudder 1000-1450
sheitered walas adustatle seal
Gary Burnham NSW .
Greenlander IV Largz-volume Shallow V Fiag Lowlaw 5550.586 22 Fustegass Bulkheads, rudder. lange rearhalch  Ceck-lines, compatsy 1500
eaprdion
Paul Caityn NZ
hiche Rader Large-vaiume Shallew ¥ na Highlaw 5l 545 2 Fareglass Integral cockpil, bukheads, nwddes,  Pump, 32 cenmene tedr halch, 1660
gapedilign ) . dech-hnes, 19 cenbmelre hatches  Keviat gongincton
tront and rear. 29 cenlimeire raar
hatch
Peler Canier 5A .
Voyager Mafurtvglyme Shaitow V Flat Lowow 450650 na Fioreglass Integral cochpit, dech-lires, Mast and sad, compass 900
eapedition lilt-up skeg
i
Roas Cook Oid
] Rosca Latge-voiume flal Flat Lowrlow 5300 630 2] Fitreglasy Buihgads, dech-hines, ruader, Pump, mast and sail, £ompass 1320
eipidnon largenatches
Adtlan Oean Tas
Greenlarder It Large-volume Shaliow V Flat Lowlow 5550 580 2 Fibreglass Bubheads, largs hatches. Sida bulkheaos, #lecing pump, §50-1800
evpedion loot-brace dechlings, rydder, mast and sail
Frank GoodmanUK
Komuaps | oadle Medumvoure Shallow ¥ Low Hightow 5300 523 » Fdieglass Integral cockpit, dech-lines, rudder, | Pump, 33 cenumetra teat haich, 1500
eapedilon - 19 centimelre haiches lrant and zear, Keviar consinuction
29 ceatimetr rear halch
Lamy Gray Vic .
Ptaran Large volume Deep ¥ Raged¥  Hghhigh §100 533 2 Fidtvglass Bulheads, Chmp purmg, Rudder. parasail 1400
eapaibon deck knes, TCL-% batches
Puttarax Mayliys As above SahowV | RaisedV Highhigh 5100 630 2 Fibreglass As a0ave Ag abave 1400
Faul Hewlitson R5W
Minge 17 Megium-wgiyme Shalow ¥ Cunved Lowow 5203530 u Fibreglans Bulkheas, leanc pump. ceckdnus, 5%
apakion = .. rudger, 20 cantimelte foal haich,
v large twar hatch, compass
Miragn 2?7 Laige voiumg Shallgw ¥ Cuvad Lowdow 6705 583 2 Fuoreglass Buliheads, aleanc pump, deck-es, 1800
Srpinion - rugger, 20 cnlimairg halches lronl
and reat. lzmge reas haich, compass
Kemy Rlchards Old "
Memaid Large velume Shallow ¥ Curved Mudium low 5200 520 25 Fibeeglasy BuTkheads, pump. dachdines, ngder, £62-1434
axproton hatches
Sleve Senterchet Canada
Sealarer Hedwmvoume fal Curied Medwmilow 4§50 583 0 Fioraglass Butkhead, VGPlovat hatches Dech-lnes, nddir 1285
epariion -
Puyflin As abave Flal Flal Lowlaw FEER ] . Prasic Intagral cockpi, rdder, 20 centi- Dech-hnes 1300
metre hiont haich, farga reat nalch
Suatanyr Piys As bove Fal Cunved Modumlaw 5103640 2 Flwegiass Bulkhead, YCPRaval hatunes Dechlines, ruddet 1285
Graham $l3s0n N7 .
Puyzegu Migwm velume Fu Curved Mednimlow 4600 620 0 Frvegass Inleg:al eotkpil, Bukheds, wwdder,  Pump, 32 certmelrd feat hatch, . 1200
expedbon 19 cenlimelrs Ironl haich, Keniae congtnglion
' - 29 cenlimels reat haich
Y Nordhapp detads vary. Figures grven are for baal supplied by Cande S0y, Syaney !
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Lt last a cure for sea kayaker's back! the mid or stern mounted trolley.
Here's a few suggested designs I don't know of any commercially availabl
in Australia so good luck with the hack saw and welder in the back yarg
shed.I hear the humble golf. buggy makes a good start. ' 3

~i P.S. try ané get one with wide wheels that don't sink in the sand. Ed '
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THE VICTORIAN SEA KAYAK CLUB INC.
Just what exactly do we do?, and who do we think we are
anyway?. Well, I'm glad you asked that gquestion asgs- 1t helps
remind ourselves. The c¢lub was first formed in 1979 to bring
together Sea Kayakers in south eastern Australia and to serve
as a uniting voice in protecting their rights to the freedom
of the aresa.

The c¢lub is recognised by the Victorian Canoe Association and
the Australian Canoce Federation. We have links with overseas
clubs including the Advanced Sea Kayak Club - an international
organisation, The San Francisco Bay Area Sea Kayakers,
Saltzwasser Union (Germanv) and interstate clubs including The
Investigator Canoe Club (Sth Australia), The Tasmanian Sea
Canoeing Club, and The Sea Kayak Club Of NSW.

There exists a wide range of .interests and experience within
the club from which all members can draw and learn. Club
Members have completed some pioneering tTrips including the
first circumnavigation of Tasmania and the first northerly
crossing of Bass Strait as well as covering vast areas of the
mainland on other expeditions. However, the <club does not
cater exclusively to anv one group such as those at the
leading edge of the sport. We aim to satisfy the needs of all
members wether their interest be 1in extended open water
crossings, short bay trips or inland touring/marathons. The
only criteria being that they enjoy paddling Sea Kavaks. This
provides diversity and scope for skill development within the
club.

We, welcome new members and are able to assist in a variety of
areas including advice on; kavak design, fitting A out,
accessories e.g. sails, etc. We also host a number of skills
days during the yvear aimed at developing awareness of safets
and improving general technique. These are run by qualified
instructors within the club who also run occasional gradings
for certification undery the Victorian Board of Canoe
Education. In addition eskimo rolling sessions are held during
the winter months in a suburban heated pool. Due to cur rather
pitiful financial circumstapces we are unable to provide
kavaks or associated paddling sgear for new members, however,
thegse can often be lent & swapped on instructional events so
that those new to the sport may become familiar with various
items of equipment if/when they decide io buy their own,

The club does not meet formally except for its anuual general
meeting. Contact is wmaintained through a quarterly newsletter
which contains (amongst other things) a calender of events
pitched at all skill leveis. It 1is aimed Lo run at least one
club trip per month with members being encouraged to organlse
others in addition or approach qualified /experienced leaders
who may do so on their behalf. Commoniy run trips include day

& overnight trips around Port Phillip Heads, French/FPhillip
Islands, Wilsons Prom and the west coast with occasional
larvger Lrips interstate e.g. the Whilsundays & the Tasman
peninsula. For those interested in gaining more information it
can bhe obtained from the club secretary, John Stomps on Ph:
(031 580-8226 or writing to 31A Fulinga Ave Aspendale, 3193.
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