





ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
VICTORIAN SEA KAYAK CLUB
Meeting commenced 8.35 p.m. 9/11/91
Gunnamatta Surf Lifesaving Club

SENT Frank Bakker, John Hyndman, Therese Pollard, Chris Sewell, John Crane, Adrian Mann, Graeme
' Wilson, Keith & Robyn Anker, Shaun Clement, Colin Addison, Ray Musgrave, Ron Willis, Keith
Mitchener, Laurie Atkins, Mike Higginson, John Stomps, John Basemore, Harvey Wade, Dean
Portway, Doug Silke, Peter Newman.

lrLOGlES Andrew Cope

UTES  The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted by Frank B and Seconded Graeme W.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

[TON NOMINEE MOVED SECONDED

DENT Won vote Colin Addison John Basemore Adrian Mann

- John Stomps Frank Bakker Colin Addison
{PRESIDENT Earl BIoomﬁéid Sally Barton(absent) Larry Gray(absent)

As Hon Vice President for life. Discussion was held and vote taken - not passed

VICTORIAN SEA KAYAK CLUB INC.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(V.A.C.A. AFFILIATE)
NAME | ' AGE
ADDRESS
POSTCODE
TELEPHONE _(WORK) (HOME)

CANOEING QUALIFICATIONS (ACF OR BCF)

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE:;
MAIN AREAS:

MAJOR EXPEDITIONS:

Accepted  John Stomps John Basemore Chris Sewell

ETARY John Hyndman Graeme Wilson Chris Sewell

SURER

TAL Graham Wilson Chris Sewell Frank Bakker

SER : (Coastal Adviser - the keeper of all the maps and charts of the club, the adviser also provides information on

prevailing conditions and coastal information. The elub has topographic maps and marine charts of Vietoria’s
coast line, Tasmania, Bass Straight islands, Kimberlies and Darwin.)

SEND MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS TO: JOHN HYNDMAN
SECRETARY/TREASURER VSKC
154 WATERDALE RD '
IVANHOE 3079
VICTORIA

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: $20.00 * ALL SUBS.RENEWABLE NOVEMBER 1ST,

141’

| NICAL John Stomps John Hyndman Adrian Mann
SER (Technical Adviser - providesa information and advice on equipment)
counciL John Basemore Frank Bakker Peter Newman
IGATE
I i TOURING Laurie Atkins John Basemore John Hyndman
MITTEE DELEGATE
| Earl Bloomfield John Basemore - Peter Newman
BERSIIP Eudl is a founding mcmber of the olub and fius coniributed both actively and financially to the club over the
years.
SIDENTS REPORT

- Excerpts from verbal report of Frank Bakker:

The club has been fairly active over the past 12 months, with a couple of Queensland trips and some well
patronised local club trips. The Board of Canoe Education courses were well attended and hope to follow with
some more in the following year. Thanks to everyone who organised trips. Thankyou to John Hyndman for
excellent job as Secretary and all the other members of the committee for their contributions, To all club
members : "Have a good time out on the seal™

ASURER/SECRETARY REPORT, John Hyndman

Copies of treasurers financial statement handed out to members. Comments on membership levels and
expenditure items as shown on statement were discussed. We have caught up on VACA, affiliations, postage is
costly due to responding to overseas enquires and our newsletter, (The club has a list of overseas contacts for
those wishing to paddle OS.) Membership fees if membership fees were increased slightly and the joining fee
abolished next year we may end up with a larger bank balance and would be in the position of purchasing a.sea
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fied that the club should not provide kayaks. The responsibility and upkeep is
kayaks. It was regarded that if someone really wanted to paddle they would use their own initiative in obtaining a

considered too much of a burden. An activity could be organised at Welshpool for prospective members with no

THANKYOU  An expression of thanks was given to Frank Bakker as outgoing President of the club. Frank has bee
a great ambassador for the club and his support has been appreciated.
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The High Use Zone was euvisaged as an
area which was shared with other users
and was managed for high and multiple
use. This could be a Zong'Where
facilities, other than resorts, could be
sympathetically developed when needed and
incompatible uses would be somewhat
tolerated,

The Remote Use Zone was envisaged as a
corridor or corridors along which sea
canoeing tours could be carried out and
which were managed to provide high
quality sea canoeing experiences in scenic
and essentially natural settings, Within
this zone environmental impact of the
activities would be closely monitored and
management strategies established to
eliminate them and secondly, conflicting
uses such as powerboating, would be
excluded,

The Intermediate Zone would act as a
buffer or transition zone between the
extremes., Whitehaven Beach area would be
an example of this.

Whilst sea canoeing could take place
throughout the area, a High Use Zone could
be placed on the mainland side of the
main islands and a Remote Use Zone on the
Reef side of the main islands and
extending north through Northern Group
and south through the Lindeman and Smith
Groups of islands,

22  User Conflicts

it was thought that the requirements of
each type of activity created a natural
partitioning which minimised interactions
betueen users, For example, many water
based activities ars restricted to areas

adjacent to the resorts, yacht sailors are
restricted to overnighting at the

relatively few protected anchorages and
then would rarely camp ashore, evernight
campers were set down on islands closer to
the mainland. $CUBA divers and fishermen
probably do not camp out reguiarly, By
comparison, sea canoeists can access
almost any section of coastline.

Where groups do cross paths there can be
significant impacts. Where many boats
anchor together, the noise and behaviour
can upset the quiet enjoyment of others,
particularly at night.

Thus.

s, at the present time there appears to
—

canoeing experiences away from other
users, What is of concern is that these
opportunities remain possible in the
future,

The activities which would need to be
excluded from the Remote Use Zone would
be new resort developments, more extensive
sight-seeing cruises using large high
speed craft, more extensive joy Flights and
the provision of facilities on the islands.

Sailing and private boating associated
with fishing, diving and transporting
camping parties would not necessarily be
conflicting uses of the Remote Use Zone
whilst on-water but passengers would have
to observe certain behaviour when on the
islands,

Conceivably, there could be environmentally
sensitive areas which are excluded to all
activities permanently, such as a
botanical reference area, or temporarily,
such as to rehabilitate an area as a
result of averuse.,

General camping could be a conflicting use
of a resort island, However, consistent
with the Canoce Trail concept, resort
islands may be places where supplies and
drinking water can be replenished and as
such may have sufficient strategic
importance to site canoe camping areas for
stop-overs, Such facilities may alsp serve
a safety function in providing
opportunities for sea canoeists who have
enjoyed the hospitality of the resort to
camp rather than have to paddle away from
the island. Use of a canoe camp could he
for a strictly limited period.

2,  Island Management

It is our view that the management plan
should result in the preservation and
enhancement 6f the natural island
environment,

In respect of modifying user behaviour
mentioned earlier, it was thought that an
appropriate Code of Camping Practice could
be developed for visitors to the islands
which would be a condition of use of the
Remote Use Zone, Minimum impact camping
guide-iines for siting camps, a strict
carry out policy, guide~lines for the
disposal of human waste, limitations on
the use of solid fuel for camp Fires, the
transfer of plant and animal pests, and
attitudes to the use of the area and to
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It would be of great advantage for such a
Code of Practice to be developed in
consultation with sea canoeing
practitioners.

Island management must also take into
account the "island hopping” nature of sea
tours and establish zomes such that there
are opportunities to undertake extended
tours entirely within the Remote Use Zone
that range from beginner to advanced
levels.

The strategy under this proposali is to
spread the camping load over the widest
area so that the number of visits to any
one area is minimised and with minimum
impact camping practices, the impact with
each visit is minimised., Thus, there are
no expensive facilities to buiid or
service over a wide area, there are no
rubbish removal services required, and n:,m
locaticn of camps at the local level is
self-regulating due to the Code of
Practice,

In the High Use Zone the limited
facilities such as toilets and water tanks,
should be designed and sited se that they
blend in with the environment. Aspects of
the Code of Practice should also apply to
these areas. For example, use of the
designated camp area, a strict carry out
policy and the use of solid fuel fires,

It was strongiy thought that the resorts
should not be allowed to expand onto more
islands. It was also suggested that the
existing resorts and responsible
authorities need to markedly improve the
quality of the existing liquid waste
discharges (eg Hook), and review the solid
rubbish disppsal practices to reduce the
impact of burning off on the otherwise
scenic panoramas (eg, Hamilton and South
Molle).

2.4 Motorised watersports

As mentioned above, motorised watersports
of the fast and noisy kind would be
considered a conflicting use in the Remote
Use Zone and should be limited to areas
close to resorts or mainland town beaches.

Areas outside of main navigation channels
and anchorages should be limited to the
non-motorised forms of travel.

2.5 Fixed structures
Sea canoeists do not require fixed
structures to undertake their activities,

The construction of marinas, jetties and
the like areincompatible with the aim to
enhance the natural appearance of the
area. Minor structures such as fixed
moorings to prevent further damage to the
coral may be justifiable in a Remote Zone
provided the works are sympathetic to the
environment,

2.6 Reef damage

There is great concern that a number of
practices damage the reef faster than the
natural processes can repair and
regenerate Hmuwmnmamnﬂ.

Some anchorages must experience thousands
of impacts each year. Collecting plant and
animal life and fishing, particularly in
higher use areas, may significantly
degrade the shoreline and shallow reefs.,
Even snorkelling practices may cause
sexripus damage to the more easily
accessible and more beautiful fringing - ~ ‘
reef areas. 0il and fuel residues in the
water as a result of motor boat activity
may be hizh in certain areas.

| S

Comprehensive protection strategies need
to be established which would ersure that
the quantity and quality of this natural
resource remains for future generations.

One of the few justifications for
established or permanent moorings wouid be
to prevent further reef damage and to set
a limit on the number of craft using an
anchorage,

A no fishing zone from Langford reef
around the north east coast of Hook Island
to the Hook Island Passage would protect a
very popular area,

2,7  Other areas within the management
plan

It was thought that commercial groups
camping on the islands, whether from sea
tours ar having been dropped off, wouid
senerally be comprised of larger numbers
of less skilled and perhaps less
conservation minded people. Cn this basis
it was thought that there should be some
limitations placed on the size, frequency
and operating range of commercial groups
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TECHNICAL TIPS: -

Ron Willis has come-up with an easy method for a Ione
person to load a heavy kayak onto car roof racks. He simply
pulls the rubber cap off the end of the tubular roof-bar,
exposing another smaller diametre tube insert, By drawing
this tube out a couple of feet past the side of the car, it
is a simple matter to 1ift .one end of the kayak onto it. The
other end is.then .1ifted onrta, the other bar and the kayak
slid across into position. The extention 'telescopes' back
in and the rubber cap replaced. The process is reverged to
unload the kayak. ‘

{see diagram).

Ex?i‘enSton- -
Rod

Log Books s

There is no wrong way to compilc a log book, but
everyone should keep a log of their canocing trips. To
make the eifort worthwhile, the log should be designed
1g fit the purpose for which it will be put.

The first step is 1o think about or review what you want

10 do with the information about your canoeing cxploits.
Is it for your own pérsonal use, do your ¢xpect 10 share
the information with others (is it for publication in the
form of a club touring guide??)? Once decided, you
work back to the original informaton.  Some
information needs 10 be objective so that it can be easily
compared and somc must be subjective. My reason for
kecping a log is 10 more preciscly describe canocing
waters, s0 the effort that gocs into it is quile large
compared 10 what most paddlers might consider
appropriaic. )

Study good maps of the area Lo be travelled and prepare
yourse{f with as much background information as
possible. Your observations and appreciation for an arca
will increasc dramaticaily,

‘The actual weather and tidal conditions that the tour is
exposed 10 is critical information. Leading up to the sea
trips, I wsually start collecting the newspaper weather
reports from about two days before the trip o about two
or three days after. If it is an exiended trip, organise
someone 0 keep them for you. As well as the weather
map (worth a thousand words) the reponts include the
bay and coast reports, the tides and planet information,
and temperatures.  Please remember however that the
report and weather map arc usually published onc day
behind the obscrvations.

Recorded coastab weather-station repons can also be
obtained by ringing the Weather Bureau prior to the trip,
These reports are updated at four or six hour intervals
and give wind dircction and speed. swell height and
wind wamings. Notc the conditions at more than one
station because this can be used to. update your
knowledge of what the weather 18 like which is
approaching. These reports should also be recorded in
your {og. ’

Once on the water, it is stifl important to note your
observaticns on the weather and sca conditions,
especially if the conditions are difficult. By collecling
these observations it is possible to improve your
deseriptive power down Lo the local level,

On the water, the start and finish times from one point 1o
another and the actual route taken should be noted, This

can be cross-referenced to the wind and  ndal

information to gauge assisting or retardling conditions.
This information is cspecially interesting 10 review when
you have undertaken the same wip on a number of
occasions under different conditions.

~ Depending on the trp, laking bearings can be 2 good

way of validating the actual route taken or places you
have reached at a particular time. Afler the wrp, it is
helpful 1o draw the routc on a map and include this in
your log information.  Additionally this can provide
practice for estimating currents and drift,

Indeed, taking notes during the trip is a great advantage
because it climinaics many distortions, that the memory
can bring into an chservation.

The date, the number of people on the wip, their craft,
whether they managed the conditions easily or
otherwise, whether they have done the wip before, the
number of capsizes, any problems and hazards
encountered or dangers occurring along the way provide
the subjeclive information 1o properly describe ihe
experience.

Often there is a camera along on the trip. If photos
Tesult, you can store these in your Jog book or at least
cross-reference these with your trip reparts.  This really
brings your log to life.

By row you would have -cnmplezcd the information
gathering task,

1L is often a good idea Lo carry out a review of the irip,
say 2 week after it has been completed, to note those
things that could have been planned or executed better
or 10 record funny things that happened, Invariably
these thoughis are lost with the passage of time. And il
always a good laugh Lo read about how in trips gone by,
the bush ru made_ a camp in the damper while it was
cooling, er that before you could finish your washing up
someone had sampled the "aw{ul soup™ that was left on
the boil.

What adds a final dimension is to summarise the
information so that the basic details of the wips can be
readily lovked up or comparcd, especially with other

. people.

Lauric Atkins
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